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Introduction
The URBAN-NET project addresses issues 

of urban sustainability in Europe. Its overall

aim is to increase the cooperation and

coordination between European Member

and Associated States through networking

and the collaboration on joint research

activities. URBAN-NET is funded by the

European Commission’s Framework 6

Programme under the European Research

Area Network (ERA-NET) initiative.

URBAN-NET has wide geographical and

cultural representation through its

membership of 16 partners from 13

countries. The project is managed by a

consortium formed by these partners and

will run for four years from August 2006 

to July 2010.

The project will deliver better value for

money at a European level by achieving

economies of scale, minimising duplication

in research funding, and improving the

standards of research commissioning, its

management, evaluation and dissemination.

URBAN-NET sets out to address the urban

research agenda in Europe and will result 

in long-lasting transnational coordination

primarily through jointly funded research

programmes. 

Urban sustainability
Some 80% of the European Union’s population live in urban areas where

the effects of many environmental, social and economic challenges are

most keenly felt. European cities and towns are confronted by a range 

of complex pressures and impacts that demand more sophisticated,

integrated approaches to planning and management. Engagement by a

wide community of research professions is required to find solutions.

URBAN-NET‘s core focus for research will be integrated approaches to

issues relating to urban sustainability. Specific areas for research will emerge

by identifying common strategic issues with an emphasis on the interactions

between existing urban research and new emerging priorities. The results

and experience of existing European and national research forums and

networks will inform URBAN-NET’s development.

Current urban sustainability priorities include: urban management and

governance, integrated spatial planning, economic growth and

competitiveness, social inclusion, environmental stewardship and quality,

health and wellbeing, green spaces, crime and security, and accessibility

to services.

URBAN-NET aims to:
• Stimulate and coordinate research funding to address some of 

the most pressing issues in urban sustainability in Europe. 

• Bring together stakeholders that want to develop innovative 
policies for tackling urban issues.

• Identify and address trans-national requirements for research 
and sharing of good practice in research programme management.

• Support the implementation of the European Research Area 
in the urban research field. 

• Support the development of European legislation, policy 
and strategies.

Supporting urban 
sustainability research 

in Europe



Austria (1); BMWF (Ministry for
Scienceand Research)

Austria (2); UBA-A  (Federal
Environment Agency of Austria)

Bulgaria; ASDE (Agency for Sustainable
Development and Eurointegration)

Cyprus; RPF (Research Promotion
Foundation) 

France; MTETM (Ministry of Transport,
Public Works, Tourism and the Sea)
leads Work Package 4.

Germany; TÜV Rheinland Consulting
GmbH, leads Work Package 3.

Global; UN-HABITAT is the Secretariat
of the United Nations Human
Settlements Programme. 

Portugal; FCT (Science and Technology
Foundation) 

Romania; IPA (National Institute for
Research and Development)

Scotland; SE-ERAD (Scottish Executive
Environment and Rural Affairs
Department)

Spain; MVIV (Ministry of Housing) 

Sweden; Formas (The Swedish
Research Council for Environment,
Agricultural Sciences and Spacial
Planning) leads Work Package 5.

The Netherlands (1); Nicis Institute
leads Work Package 2.

The Netherlands (2); SenterNovem
(Netherlands Agency for Innovation 
and Sustainable Development) 

Turkey; TUBITAK (The Scientific and
Technological Research Council of
Turkey)

UK; SNIFFER (Scotland & Northern
Ireland Forum for Environmental
Research) leads Work Package 1 
and is the Project Coordinator.

URBAN-NET will deliver:
An understanding of current and future research priorities

• New methods for categorising and evaluating research programmes. 

• A web-database of European urban research programmes.

• Analysis of the gaps and opportunities that exist between research

programmes. 

• An agenda of European strategic research needs. 

A framework for collaborative research 

• Analysis of current research funding and management mechanisms.

• New methods as a basis for managing common calls for research 

proposals. 

• Pilot and joint calls for transnational research collaboration.

• Longer term and lasting transnational cooperation of urban research. 

Opportunities for partnership, exchange and influence

• Forums for exchange with other European and national programmes.

• Publications of URBAN-NET’s results and findings. 

• Reports to influence regional and national urban policies.

• Invitations to non-partner countries and stakeholders to be involved.

Project overview
The project is divided into five work packages that are each led by one 

of the project partners. 

For more information contact:

The URBAN-NET Coordinator

c/o SNIFFER (Scotland & Northern Ireland Forum for Environmental Research)

Greenside House, 25 Greenside Place, EDINBURGH EH1 3AA Scotland

+44 (0)131 557 2140    info@urban-net.org    www.urban-net.org

Photo credits: www.bigfoto.com, greenspace scotland, URBAN-NET partners

August 2006 July 2010 

Work Package 1:
Project management, network extension and knowledge management

Work Package 2:
Exchange of information on urban research
programmes and identification of good practice

Work Package 3:
Identification and analysis of common strategic
issues

Work Package 4:
Planning and development of joint activities between
programmes

Work Package 5:
Implementation of joint transnational research funding
activities including common calls

URBAN-NET Project
Consortium Partners
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